During the summer of 1907, France experienced one of its largest social disturbances since the Revolution, as the winegrowers of the Languedoc-Roussillon led a mass protest movement that paralysed the region and challenged the state. Although the Grande Révolte evoked references to the Albigensian Crusade, and juxtaposed North and South, it never fully represented a moment of Occitan regionalist rising. The failure of the cultural organisation the Félibrige to fully engage with protesters led to a fissure between political and cultural expressions of Occitan identity that marked the movement thereafter. By combining linguistic anthropology and historical analysis, we are able to foreground a key aspect of national identity formation as it occurred in 1907. Considering the impact of the Grande Révolte on the identity and language of the Midi offers us an insight into the development of regionalism both within and beyond the borders of the French nation. * * * The winegrowers' Grande Révolte comprised a series of large-scale protests in response to a pronounced and enduring economic downturn in the Languedoc-Roussillon. As wine prices remained depressed, protesters filled the streets of the region's cities, culminating in the gathering of an estimated 600,000 people in Montpellier on 9 th June, 1907. Occitan-speaking protesters were rallied with rousing reference to regional heritage, and there were repeated allusions to the Albigensian crusade. twang of the patois (Ford 1993, 4-9). In order to chart the evolution of identity within the periphery, it is necessary to consolidate the understanding of impositions from the central state with an appreciation of socio-cultural and political changes at the regional level. Negotiation has increasingly supplanted top-down notions of diffusion and reaction in the historiography.
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There is then the possibility to paint a more nuanced picture which allows for useful metrics, such as language usage, to better explain transformation at the fringes of the centralising state.
The importance of language in this central nation-building process has been stressed by Harp (1998) , who emphasised how French and German language education tussled with local patois in the Alsatian borderlands. Likewise Reed-Danahay (1996) focuses on the importance of 'resistance' to central language policy in helping to frame regional identities.
These studies would seem to place some significance on the popular use of spoken Occitan during our period of study. These focused studies of social structures are relevant to this analysis of the Grande Révolte, as they emphasise that the construction of identity is often dependent on negotiations between prominent local elites, the reconfiguration of economic relationships and also on the reaction of the state. Analysing the interaction of cultural elites (in this case, the Félibrige) and representatives of the dominant economic sector (the protesting winegrowers) allows us to tease out some of these tangled negotiations as they take place in 1907. As suggested by Laven and Baycroft (2008, 255) , this study contrasts the interactions of the "local, regional and national" in exploring how the Grande Révolte influenced the nation building process, either as a revolt against the central French project or as the faltering steps in a parallel Occitan attempt. This is especially true given the way the Revolt was utilised later in the twentieth century. The upsurge in political violence from militant winegrowers in the 1970s was founded in the belief that theirs was a struggle that had emerged directly from 1907. Relating 1907 to the struggles of the 1960s and 1970s saw the contemporary Occitanist revival contextualised alongside a long history of protests in the wine industry. When a statue to Marcelin Albert, the leader of the Revolt, was erected in his village of Argeliers in 1964, the head of the committee that commissioned the statue called Albert: " [L] e chef de ces gueux, nos pères, nos grandspères, qui écrivirent une si magnifique page de gloire et d'énergie dans le pays occitan de la vigne" (Marcelin Albert, l'apôtre de la viticulture, va revivre à jamais dans le bronze, 1964).
The statue was made by a sculptor chosen because she had donated a bronze sculpture of renowned Occitanist cultural figure Prosper Estieu to a school in Narbonne, and the poet Ernest Vieu read the dedication address in Occitan. This marked the start of a period in which many of the most active spokesmen across the region sought to construct narratives of continuity between this period of articulacy in Occitan and winegrowing movements and its earlier expression in 1907. In his characterisation of the Midi vignerons in 1976, regionalist writer de Sède describes them as "victimes d'une crise endémique dont les causes n'ont guère changé depuis 1907" (de Sède 1976, 273) . Indeed, in 1980, the Occitan activist Malvès delved into his history books to reclaim the memory of 1907 for Occitanists as well as winegrowers, posing the question: fut-elle un simple soulèvement paysan parmi tant d'autres, ou une véritable «révolution» occitane, un moment de colère et d'exaspération dans l'histoire «protestaire» de notre peuple d'Oc? (Malvès 1980) This formed part of a conscious effort to write the mythology of the winegrowers' movement, connecting it to a broader regional struggle rooted in ethnolinguistic identity. This was the work of radicals, looking for intersections that could strengthen their appeal and to contextualise their struggle with that of other minority nationalist groups (Smith 2014, 183-7) . Yet it was interesting to view the volume of attempts to conflate Occitan cultural and linguistic identity with the winegrowers' revolt of 1907. This article will unpick the ways in which these claims were constructed, using a collaborative and inter-disciplinary approach to disentangle the interaction of politics, language and identity in the Grande Révolte of 1907. Contemporary actors believed they could construct a common front between Oc and Vine, whilst later activists seemed to believe they should have. This article will investigate the appearance and reality of Occitan linguistic and political significance to the epochal Revolt of 1907, to illustrate the fissures between occupational protest and language maintenance efforts that precluded cooperation and hampered the development of an ethnolinguistic identity comparable to its neighbours.
The Revolt of 1907
The Revolt of 1907 came out of a prolonged period of depression in the areas of southern France dominated by winegrowing. 3 The intensification of the wine slump in 1905 and 1906 had seen joblessness and wage-cuts rise right across the South, as vineyards became less financially viable (Lem 1999, 56 (Warner 1975, 21-22) .
Fostering inter-classisme was perhaps the greatest achievement of Marcelin Albert, the café-owner and small-holding winegrower who was to emerge as the leader of the 1907 events.
Commonly nicknamed "the messiah" or "the redeemer" (Warner 1975, 23) , he gathered vast crowds of anxious winegrowers who were drawn to his rhetoric: he took the tension and grievances from the labour strikes of the early 1900s and translated them into a broader, unifying social movement, overcoming the difficulties which demolished Palazy's united front.
The demands for a right to employment in the vineyards became a more general, and much more relatable, demand to live from the vine. On 10 th June, he addressed around 20,000 protesters in front of Narbonne City Hall in a fiery meeting which issued an ultimatum for the government to eliminate fraud or face a tax strike. This time the crowd did not disperse, however, and Narbonne's theatre was set ablaze by rioters caught up in the spirit of the Grande Révolte (Fontvieille 1977, 87-102 (Sagnès 2006, 165) . The presence of the right in the protests and the strange alliance of left and right in the Assembly was enough to convince the Radicals that this was a potent threat to the Republic as they rallied to support an end to the Revolt. These moments of violence, destruction and protest framed a crisis that invited fears of revolution. In a febrile political atmosphere, the whiff of anti-Republicanism conjured up feverishly perceived threats to the authority of the central state. This was clearly more than "un simple soulèvement paysan" (Malvès 1980), but, for concerned figures in the Assembly, its precise implications could not yet be read.
Regionalist Politics and 1907
For winegrowers, the region they were fighting for was based around the winegrowing départments of Aude, Hérault, Gard and Pyrénées-Orientales. This was not delimited by the use of Occitan nor some historical vision of an ancient land, but rather by the solidarity of professional practice. Defining regional interests was therefore an interesting prospect; both Albert and Ferroul promoted the needs of a specific winegrowing constituency in the language of historical conflicts. The deployment of imagery which signified an Occitan ideology was, in reality, a means of connecting present struggles to a narrative of protest. How that was viewed outside of the centres of the Revolt was another thing entirely. Likewise, the more moderate Marcelin Albert nonetheless made direct reference to the crusades during one rally outside the resonant Cité médiévale in Carcassonne:
Les albigeois étaient autrefois réunis sous ces murs, ils y tombèrent pour la défense de leur liberté. Nous ferons comme eux! En avant pour la défense de nos droits! Le Midi le veut, le Midi l'aura! (Ferré 2007, 44) .
These references to the regional past were intended to mobilise resentment of the North and solidarity in the communal poverty of the region. By invoking such historical references, they drew themselves closer to articulating a common regional identity, yet they also terrified those seeking to vilify revolters as separatists or worse. which met his statement were, in turn, illustrative of the contempt many in the chamber felt for this negation of responsibility (Assemblée Nationale 1907b). Albert, as leader, took no responsibility for finding this cure, stating only the end result winegrowers wanted (wine sold above production cost and stricter regulations to eliminate fraud) and that the government should endeavour to make it a reality. Essentially Albert articulated a culture of dependency which would be inherited by later winegrowers' movements. The failure of the Assembly to arrive at a response did not obstruct the emergence of an increasingly punitive approach to events in the Midi. As Mayors and local councils resigned, the South lost many of its direct links to the capital and the tax strike which began on 13 June seemed to connote a strike against the state. Yet, the demands made of government were not driven by regionalist ideology (seeking greater autonomy or language equality), but rather sought interventionist regulation of the prevailing industry. They were addressed openly and plaintively, drawing on an established vocabulary and methodology of protest that reinforced rather than denigrated the Republican system. Although the winegrowers would garner some unlikely supporters, their grievances were straightforward and their demands made in an accepted political tradition.
Language and 1907
…for peasants and workers, the mother tongue is patois, the foreign speech is French. (van Geppen 1911 , cited in Weber 1977 .
During the Grande Révolte of 1907, Occitan language varieties were the primary means of communication in southern France; it has been estimated that in the late nineteenth century, between 70% and 90% of the population of southern France were monolingual or primary 5 Such as the addition of sugar to unfermented grape must to increase the alcohol content, known as chaptalisation.
6 Rémy Pech posits that Jaurès was never serious about this proposal, but rather sought to promote the collectivist standpoint whilst standing back from the debate (Pech 2011).
Occitan language users (Armengaud and Lafont 1979, 778) . 7 There was a key Occitan language element to the 1907 protests: Ferroul would have addressed the assembled masses in Occitan, given its prevalence in the community (Lafont 1980, 341; Fabrié 1985, 191) 8 , and many banners written in Occitan dating from the revolt have been preserved. In contrast, the protests were orchestrated by the weekly publication Le Tocsin, exclusively through the medium of French. However, we must remember that French was the key language of literacy in France (there were no popular education movements using Occitan varieties as media of instruction), despite the purported level of monolingual Occitan language use in the community.
Moreover, the French language has always been linked to Republican values, dating back to the 1794 Comité de Salut Publique report which counselled the destruction of regional languages in a republic which must be 'une et indivisible ' (cf. Hawkey and Kasstan 2015) . In addition to being the primary written language of the whole of France (including the Midi), it has been argued that the use of French is simply the most reasonable and effective way of communicating the aims of the protest externally to the government and indeed the French people more widely (Pech 1990, 224) . The emphasis on the use of French can also be witnessed when examining the banners and placards preserved from the protests. Pech (1990) has conducted an extensive analysis on a wide range of the demonstration materials, and revealed that a mere 17% are written in a language other than French, that is to say the regional languages of Occitan and Catalan. 9 Once again, this may seem unexpected in light of the primary languages of the protesters, but Pech also points out that the protesters constituted the first generation of French citizens to have undergone compulsory Frenchlanguage education, as a result of the Lois Jules Ferry of the 1880s. As such, the choice of French is justifiable, not only as a means of communicating with a wider audience, but also given the fact that this was the main language of literacy in France (Pech 1990, 225-6) . 8 These post-hoc accounts from academics constitute some of the very scant references available concerning oral communication in regional varieties in public speeches. The language varieties used in the Grande Révolte are arguably of greater importance than other public speeches made in the region during this period not only given the incendiary political nature of the content, but also due to the unprecedented size of the crowds assembled.
9 The analysis took into account the 339 banners and placards recovered that contained more than merely the name of the commune in question. 17% thus tranlsates to 57 of these 339 banners.
10 Although again, Weber (1977, 77) It should be maintained that the Félibrige did not appear to condemn the actions of the revolt altogether (Abrate 2001, 101), and there is indeed evidence to suggest that key Félibres were initially in favour of the cause (Fabrié 1985, 194) . Nevertheless, instead of appearing at the head of the revolt, Mistral and Pierre Dévoluy (the then-leader of the Félibrige) went no further than sending telegrams of solidarity to the protesters assembled in Montpellier, such as the following message sent from Dévoluy, sent at the time from a cultural event in Avignon:
Li patrioto de Prouvènçò, acampa vuei en Avignoun, mando a si coumpatrioto li vigneiroun dóu Lengadò, lou counfort calourènt de sa fraternita e de sa pleno coumounioun dins si demando mai que justo (Fabrié 1985, 194) .
(The patriots of Provence, assembled today in Avignon, send to their compatriots, the winegrowers of Languedoc, the warm reassurance of brotherhood, and total support of this more than just cause.)
Many reasons have been proposed for this policy of non-engagement on the part of leading Félibres, ranging from Mistral's prior commitment at the above-mentioned festivities in Avignon (the official pretext offered at the time) to his advancing age (Fabrié 1985, 196) . The nonparticipation on the part of the leading Occitan language association is most likely, however, These ideological differences between the Félibrige and the protesters can be brought into yet sharper focus. In the previous examination of the regionalist political import of the Grande Révolte, we explored the ways in which its leaders defined regional interests, the target groups for mobilisation, and the demands made of the central authorities in France. By applying these same questions to the Félibrige linguistic and cultural movement, the ideological similarities and differences between the two groups become even clearer. The early Félibrige had always articulated its idea of Midi regional interests and identity in culturallinguistic terms: importance was given to the history of the region (again invoking imagery of the Cathars and the Albigensian Crusade, cf. Martel 2008b), the need to restore Occitan language varieties to a position of relative prestige was underlined, and Occitan language poetry was accorded a place of particular importance. However, at the turn of the 20 th century, Dévoluy added a dimension of social action and activism to the Félibrige, which moved the organisation slightly away from its apolitical roots and more towards a form of cultural-linguistic regionalism (this 'new Félibrige' was often referred to as dévoluyisme) (Calavel and Javel 2002, 155) . Since the Félibrige was (and is) an elite cultural institution, the sectors of the population targeted for political mobilisation were either small (focusing on literary and cultural figures) or non-existent (bearing in mind the apolitical nature of pre-Dévoluy Félibres). The demands made by Félibres on leading French political and cultural decision-makers were always more modest than of many regional and minority movements, with even the more politically active (dévoluyiste) members pursuing at most decentralising policies, as opposed to secessionist or even independentist ones (Martel 2008, 145 ).
This fundamental mismatch in how the Félibrige and the protesters ideologised
Occitan language varieties begs the question of whether these groups could ever have set aside their differences and come together to push towards their respective related goals. It is important to remember that there was a significant amount of common ground between the two groups. It is true that a great many Félibrige activities were culturally and ideologically The seductive simplicity of 'le pays occitan de la vigne' belied the reality that neither occupation and identity, nor politics and language, nor even Albert and Mistral could reconcile the competing strands of regional mobilisation. Neither a simple rising, nor a regionalist revolution, these findings lend extra nuance to Warner when he describes the 1907 revolt as a "picturesque and pathetic episode in French history" (Warner 1975, 23) .
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